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Royal Celebration

Commemorating Trixos
Those who were unable to attend this
year's Koninginnedag celebration
missed a great party, with excellent food
and terrific company.

Paulette's cake deserves a special
mention. In the past, the club has
bought a cake from Sam's Club.
Although the Sam's Club cakes are
better than most store-bought cakes,
they cannot hold a candle to Paulette's.
It was the richest chocolate cake with a
raspberry layer you could have ever
tasted.

Samobs

Mo v e

over,

This Koninginnedag was a special
event. We had champagne to not only
to toast the Queen, but also the 25th
anniversary of our organization. Peter
announced that we will celebrate this
milestone with a special party: A casino
night, to be held on July 17 with Black
Jack, roulette and Craps tables. There
will be a DJ and lottery tickets, and of
course plenty of food and drinks.

We also talked about the upcoming
International  Festival, which also
happens to be celebrating its 25th
anniversary this year. Fittingly, this
year's theme is fcel

Please give some thought about what
we can do with that, and e-mail your
ideas. The festival is scheduled for Oct.
1-3, with set-up on Sept. 29 and 30.
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From the editor
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Zo leve de koningin

After dinner, we elected our new board,
which now consists of:

e President: Alexander Liems

e Vice-president: Adrie vander Sterre

e Treasurer: Jose van der Ham

e Secretary: Jose Kreuk

e Members at-large: Willem Bodisco-
Massink, Peter Greijn and Volkert
Kreuk

e Special events: Shoshana Serxner

e Taco Tuinstra: Newsletter/website

Jose Kreuk tested the Dutch knowledge of
those present with a quiz that has by now
become a good club tradition. Table 2 won
the overall competition (they had a big
advantage with eight native Dutch people at
their table).

They remembered

From the winning table, Arnold Dumas and
new member Maarten Leerkes won first and
second prized a bottle of wine each. We
also had two sjoelbakken set up and people
had a great time playing them.
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Meet De Wieken board members

De Wieken board of directors is the
driving force behind many of the
organi zationos
elect their directors every spring. Board
members serve for a period of one year.
We are pleased to
members below.

Alexander Liems - President
Alexander Liems grew up in Cartagena,
Colombia, of Dutch parents, where his
father was the Dutch  consul.
Al exander 6s mot her
Alexander came to the United States in
1979 to go to college/university.

He holds a bachel or 6s
economics and a
public administration. Alexander lived
in Florida for 14 years and moved to
Raleigh in 1994. He became a
permanent resident in 1981 and a U.S.
citizen in 2000.

Alexander is divorced and works with
fellow De Wieken member Peter Greijn
at Referral Reality.

Adrie van de Sterre i Vice president
Adrie van de Sterre was born in
Surabaya, Indonesia, in 1941. He spent
the first three years of his life in a
Japanese camp with his mother.

int Ut
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Hisefaﬂilygeft for Holland in 1951, where he
studied at the R.K. Ulo in Alkmaar. Adrie
joined the Royal Dutch Navy in 1957 as a
telegraph operator.

activityeegned CohUile PRAAP Bréviicien,

Gelderland and Snellius, and traveled,
amo quther places, to Ireland, France, the
d

Stafes, tdhhdd, EXghafd’ GuPacao,

Aruba, Bonaire and Dutch New Guinea.

After returning to Holland, Adrie joined the
Marine Luchtvaart Dienst as an airplane
telegraph operator. Later, he became a
navigator in the squadron 320, flying S2F
anti-submarine airplanes and serving in
Italy, Malta, Gibraltar, Norway, Iceland and
Great Britain. During this period, Adrie was
also occasionally stationed on the aircraft
carrier Karel Doorman.

After his navy days, Adrie joined an
Amsterdam company called Draka, where
he met his wife, Vroukje. The couple got

W apSarried linS 66, Patd Adlie accepted a

position with Martin Air Charter.

Vroukje and Adrie immigrated to the United

degsi&& ed M in 1966, He
ma st edsfFant it EHitbrificfas a'mBnager trainee

and advanced to regional
seven states in the Midwest.

manager for

Adrie retired from Golden Corral as director
of franchise development, responsible for
growth of franchised restaurants throughout
the United States.

Vroukje and Adrie have two daughters and
five grandchildren.

Jose van der Ham - Treasurer

Jose van der Ham has been in the United
States for nine yearsd four years in the
Washington DC area and five years in North
Carolina.
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She is married to Peter and has two
childrend Kim (22), who graduated from
the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro last December; and Bob
(20), who attends the University of
North Carolina at Wilmington.

The couple came to the United States
for Peterds
with Ericsson and decided to stay. Jose
also started working for Ericsson in
2003 as an executive administrator, but
the office was closed in February last
year.

She became the treasurer for De
Wieken in May 2008 and has been
actively involved i
parties and get-togethers, such as the
25th anniversary.

In her spare time, Jose likes to play
tennis, do Pilates and work out. She
also does some running and started
waterskiing last year.

Jose enjoys travel and, whenever
possible, she accompanies Peter on
business trips to different places in the
world.

During weekends in fall and spring, the
couple travels along the east coast to
their

wat ch
track meets.

-cosirmnn @rsl

Jose Kreuk - Secretary

Jose Kreuk came to the United States in
19914 because
IBM.

Jose and Volkert have three childrend
Pieter, who is doing a master of
accounting program at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Lieselotte,

wor k on

o f jobhae r

From the editor

who has recently started studying for her
masterds in medical
of Amsterdam; and Florian, who is finishing
up his biology degree at UNC Chapel Hill.

biology a

In the Netherlands, Jose taught elementary
school for 11 years,
been teaching preschool (age 4-5), for the
apast 12 yqars.tLastcyean, tse aalsd started
teaching children (age 3-6) Dutch each
Saturday morning, which she will continue
next year.

and i n

Jose believes North Carolina is a great
place to raise a family and has a wonderful
climate. iThe peopl e ar e op
friendly and, last but not least, we have a

otrhgrai nviiznign gb utthceh cdlwbbgsd she say

i Wh at | mi ss about &Holl and i s

I'm one of eight and Volkert is one of 10. |
love them dearly and wish | could see them
more often. | also miss some Dutch foods
l'ively

and t he Dutch conversa

Cr oss

Shoshana Serxner i Special events
Shoshana Serxner came to the United
States in 1964 and moved to Raleigh in
1966. After receiving a phone call from
Annelies Gentile in 1986, she became one
of the founding members of De Wieken.

Shoshana recalls telling Annelies that she
was ,one gf . those Dutch people who
hcHsgtptf)e"j};un iﬁ th& woodwork overseas, not
making an effort to look for their
countrymen.
Al told Annelies not to
me as far as active participation was
concerned, 0 shed rleckanlolws..0 ALIt

expec
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Shoshana says she has have enjoyed
being part of De Wieken since the
beginning, when the club built a windmill
for the first International Festival.

of f to a

got
going

i We
still

Taco Tuinstrai Newsletter/ website
Taco Tuinstra grew up in the
Amsterdam area. When he was eight
years old, his father accepted an
assignment with IBM in Endicott, New
York. Taco made many friends in
Endicott, including a seven-year old girl,
named Trudi, who is now his wife.

Taco is the editor in chief of a Raleigh-
based international business magazine.
Over the past decade, he has visited
almost 70 countries for work, including
Cuba, Zimbabwe and Myanmar.

Trudi is the preschool director at First
Environments Early Center, which is
located on the RTP campus of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The couple lives in Raleigh and has two
daughtersd Maya (9) and Luci (4).

Willem Bodisco Massink i Member at

large

Born in Rotterdam in 1942, Willem
Bodisco Massink served with the
Koninklijke Mareshausee (Royal
Gendarmerie) and studied at the
Tropische Landbouwschool (Tropical

Agricultural College) in Deventer.

gr ea
strong.

0

From the editor

In 1966, he joined Geest Industries as a
plantation manager on St. Lucia and
Dominica, growing bananas, limes, oranges,
grapefruits and coconuts, among other
fruitss t ar t and we are

While on Dominica, Willem met his wife,
Janet, who was a Peace Corps volunteer
from Victor, New York and taught at a
nursing school.

Willem and Janet have been married for 42
years. The couple has four children and
seven grandchildren.

In 1971, Willem enrolled at the Colgate
Rochester Divinity School, and in 1974, he
became a preacher at the Verenigde
Protestantse  Kerk (United Protestant
Church) on Curacao.

In 1977, Willem and Janet returned to the
United States. During the following 30 years,
he preached at several Preshyterian
congregations, mostly in New York State.

Willem and Janet retired in 2007 and moved
to Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, to be
closer to their three daughters, who all live in
the area.

Peter Greijn T Member at large

Peter Greijn was born in 1962 in Neeritter,
Limburg. He attended the RK Cios in Sittard
and received his degree as sports instructor
in 1985.

Peter immigrated to the United States in July
1987 and married Diana January 1989. The
couple has three daughtersd Alex (18),
Catie (17) en Emma (17)

Peter has been working as a realtor in
Raleigh, North Carolina, since 1994. His
hobbies include travel and fine dining.
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Five cups in an acre

The case for metric

One of the nice things about having an
elementary school-age daughter is that
you get to refresh your own basic skills
and knowledged times tables,
geometry, the difference between
adverbs and adjectives, and so on.

Plus, you get to show off how smart you
aredunl ess youdve
to the United States and are suddenly
required to teach your child the
Astandar do
case, the bubble of parental infallibility

is likely to deflate several vyears
prematurely.

For t hose

metric  system, with its easy-to-

remember increments of 10, the
standard method is truly perplexing. The
basic unit of standard is probably the
inch, which equals 2.54 centimeters and

is divided into units that are expressed

as fractionsd 1/16, 1/8, 1/4 etc. Try
doing some precise carpentry in
standard, and sooner
the unenviable task of adding, say,
5/ 1606 to 9/ 640.

But thatés only the
12 inches in a foot, three feet in a yard
andd are you readyd 1,760 yards in a
mile. The steps of 12 inches and three
feet seem somewhat logical because
both can be divided by three, but the
figure of 1,760 appears to be completely
arbitrary.

A gallon (3.78541178 liters) is
inconveniently divided into four quarts,
eight pints, 16 cups and 128 ounces,
while  cooks must wrestle with
teaspoons and tablespoons. Did you
know there are 256 tablespoons or 768
teaspoons in each gallon? Convert it to
metric and you get a baffling
67.6280454 tablespoons and
202.884136 teaspoons per liter.

And then there are units that sound
vaguely familiar but turn out to be
something completely different.

mov ed

Love it or leave it

11.27 km boots

from Hol
You might expect a U.S. ton, better known
as a short ton, to equal 1,000 pounds, much

Il and

me a s ur e me n tlikeshg mdtrie ton conhprisest1/0Q0 kilos. But

i nst e avdthdusaddgpounds, or 907 kg.

Water strangely freezes at 32 degrees in the
United States, but few people can tell you at

whup €ising theg r o wwhich temperature it will boil (212 F). And

while most Americans would think of 80
degrees as an agreeable forecast, the same
temperature would be considered life-
threatening in Europe.

No wonder Americans are generally less
concerned about climate change than
Europeans are; the predicted rise in global
csurfack sempenaturgs ahis ccéntury, foetveeen
1.1 and 6.4 degrees, sounds a lot less
menacing in Fahrenheit than it does in
Celsius.

eginning. There are
Unfortunately, the  conversion  from
Fahrenheit to Celsius is difficult to work out
without the assistance of a pocket
calculator. You must subtract 32 and
multiply the result by five ninths. Under this
bizarre formula, 40 degrees Fahrenheit
becomes about 4.4 degrees Celsius, but -40
remains -40.

Consistently inconsistent

Now some might argue that because the
standard system requires greater
mathematical aptitude, it must be more
Ainteld iTheenrte i s sdbuoe
only in the same way that Chinese
characters are superior to the Roman
alphabet.

Learning Chinese is an intellectual feat, but
why memorize 4,000-plus characters when
you can organize your language in 26
letters?



As every engineer knows, the simplest
solutions are usually best.

The biggest challenge in coming to
terms  with U.S. measurements,
however, is that, in some instances,
Americans do use metric. The
destructive power
arsenal, for example, is calculated in
kilotonsd per haps because
effective to intimidate your enemy in a
language he understands.

of

In the medical field, too, metric is pretty
much, well, standard. When Trudi gave
birth to our oldest daughter in 2001, |
became increasingly alarmed about the
implausible dilation of her cervix. To my
surprised and reliefd the nurse turned
out to be measuring in centimeters, not
inches.

But switching back and forth between
two systems introduces room for error,
as NASA found to its chagrin in 1999.
The space agency lost a Mars orbiter
that year because one engineering
team used AENgI i
measurements while another used
metric to calculate a key spacecraft
operation. The $125 million probe
missed its target and is said to be
circling the sun now.

Even within the standard measurement
system, the wvarious
together smoothly. A bag of lawn
fertilizer typically comes with a chart to
help the user decide how much he will
need. Problem is, the chart indicates
coverage in square feet, while the size

of real estate in America is usually
expressed in decimals of acres. The
information that a given quantity of
fertilizer will cover 5,000 square feet is
of no help when
acres. o0

| looked up the definition of acre in the
dictionary, hoping that it would equal a
neat 10,000 or 100,000 square feet, or
some other figure | could easily work
with. Alas, it turned out to be an
unhelpful 43,560 square feet, which
meant | would need 4.53024 bags to
cover my lawn.

your

Love it or leave it

Oops

Time to move on

For t he sake of
writing standard in quotation marksd but |
am tempted. Much like the word world in the

baseball World Series, standard is a
mi snomer resulting
tendency to confuse the concepts

international and nationwide.

According to the online encyclopedia,
Wikipedia, the only countries aside from the
U.S. to use the standard system are
Myanmar and Liberia. While this odd trio

s h 0 makes! fori at nfce Axi® d¢f Obstinacy, it can

hardly lay claim to having the standard
measurement system

The rest of the world has sensibly converted
to metric, although Englandd which, as
Americafs former co
much responsibility for the standard messd

dhtinties  tod 1ol Odut Wil 'sdme odd

measurements of its own. Twenty stone
sounds like a reasonable bodyweightd until
you realize it equals 127 kg!

So why does the standard system persist?
Myanmar is an international outcast that will
march to its own drumbeat come hell or high
water, while Liberia was founded by freed
American slaves who simply kept the
systerh théy had ecofh® achudinted with
during captivity. I n
t he countrybos sense
causes it to cling to its inches and cups,
much like it delights in ripping up
international treaties or insists on letting
ifootball 0 players
It probably doesnoét
system is largely a French invention. The
meter was conceived in the 1790s as one

use

readability,

from a b

|l oni al m

Amer i cabo
of exc

their

help t h



Love it or leave it

:'. ten millionth of the distance from the
e equator to the North Pole along a
De Wieken | meridian through Paris. In 1984, the
dewieken.org Geneva Conference on Weights and
Measuresd another francophone

outfitd redefined the meter as the
distance light travels, in a vacuum, in
1/299,792,458 seconds.

If the benchmark meridian had run
through Washington DC instead of
Paris, the worl dos
might just be measuring its might in
meter s. But t hen
more fun to be an 800-pound gorilla
than a 363.64-kg baboon.

determine whether its victims were witches.

Of course, converting from one If a suspect was found to have an unusually
measurement system to another is low body weight, she was either burnt alive
daunting undertaking, comparable in odi f she fid sirangledsasdeulrd.
scope with switching to a single

currency. And it would be hideously Death by fire is of course a cruel punishment
expensive. Replacing traffic signs alone for innocent old ladies. But for the dreadful
would cost many millions, although it standard measurement system, it would
would also  generate  welcome almost be a fate too kind. y’

employment in a time of crisis. A new

target for the next batch of stimulus 0 Taco Tuinstra

money perhaps?

De Wieken News

In the meantime, | am left struggling to School 6s out

assist my daughter with her homework. The Dutch School is taking its summer

Some of that is my own fault: a poorly break and will resume in September.

adjusted i mmi grant , |l 6ve actively

resisted learning standard There will be three classes next season: one

measurements. for adults, under direction of Ria van der
Veen; one for children aged 3-6 (Jose

Rebelliousness is only part of the story, Kreuk); and one for children aged 7-12,

though. | am all for acquiring new skills which will be taught by a new teacher.

and knowledged provided that it

simplifies my life. Fhe team avid Bold gn iformatipngmeeding in

happily abandoned the awkward Dutch mid-August

way of telling time. Instead of confusing .
my wife by informing her that Inthe sneamime feel free to contact Jose
before half past one, &reuk (josefdewickey.orgh ar Ri2 gan ger

American-style. Veen (ria@dewieken.org).

Learning takes time and effort, however,
so there has to be a compelling reason
to do so. Unlike the American way of
telling time, the standard measurement
system d o e semtb progresse pr e
Ounces and pounds sound like units
that might have been used on the
Heksenwaag, a weighing device

July deployed by the Dutch Inquisition to

2010



mailto:jose@dewieken.org
mailto:ria@dewieken.org

Dutch treat

The Spanish fleet that wouldndét sink

De Wieken members Peter and Jose van der Ham opened their Cary home to Dutch soccer
fans to watch the World Cup finals on June 11. Spread throughout the house, supporters
followed the game on several screens, including a very large, cinema-style one.

Al t hough the match di dno6t q udat eowgthonoughlyeanjoyads hoped,
itself and vowed to support the national team again when it pursues the elusive cup in 2014.

Still hopeful at halftime

The photo above was taken by Rutger Koopman. To see more of his pictures from the event,
visit www.flickr.com/groups/dewieken

De Wieken member Jacob Sternfeld attended the World Cup in person. Below are links to
the photographs and videos he took in South Africa.

http://picasaweb.google.com/jacobsternfeld/Wkfinale2010

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArNSd6uVwpM&feature=email

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ld5g7scTmkQ&feature=email
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